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Fifteen years after the 
federal government set out 
to replace the FBI’s aging 
Washington headquarters, 
taxpayers are still paying to 
maintain the deteriorating 
building as construction 
costs rise and work on a re-
location site has yet to be-
gin. 

Federal officials warned 
Congress years ago that de-
lays would come with a 
price. 

In 2018, the General 
Services Administration 
(GSA), which oversees fed-
eral land development pro-
jects, estimated that each 
additional year of inaction 
would add about $84 mil-
lion in short-term repairs 
and escalating construc-
tion costs. Eight years later, 
the FBI remains in the J. 
Edgar Hoover Building. 

Why it has taken so long 
depends on whom you ask. 
Maryland Democrats 
blame the Trump admini-
stration for repeatedly dis-
rupting a project Congress 
deemed ready to advance. 
Republicans point to 
broader bureaucratic dys-
function and political jock-
eying over the headquar-
ters. 

Economists and political 
analysts say the answer lies 
somewhere in between: 
Building a massive, high-

security federal facility is 
inherently complicated, 
and repeated changes in di-
rection have made the 
process longer and more 
expensive. 

How much those delays 
have cost taxpayers, how-
ever, remains unclear. The 
FBI reported spending 
roughly $157 million on 
Hoover maintenance and 
repairs from fiscal 2016 
through 2023. But adding 
government expenditures 
or multiplying GSA’s 8-
year-old estimate to calcu-
late the price of delay 
would fail to account for 
inflation, tariffs and the 
time value of money, J.P. 
Krahel, an accounting pro-
fessor at Loyola University 
Maryland. “Uncertainty is 
always a costly thing,” he 
told The Baltimore Sun. 

GSA and the FBI did not 
respond to The Sun’s re-
quests for spending figures 
covering headquarters 
planning and procurement, 
the canceled 2017 procure-
ment or work on the 
Greenbelt and Ronald Rea-
gan Building proposals. 
GSA also did not provide 
an updated estimate of the 
annual cost of further de-
lays. 

 
Over a decade of delays 

The effort dates back to 
at least 2009, when then-
FBI Director Robert Muel-
ler approached U.S. Rep. 
Steny Hoyer, who was 
House majority leader at 
the time, seeking help find-
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COMING MONDAY
A devastating late-spring freeze wiped out more than  
$45 million in Maryland crops, leaving some apple orchards  
nearly bare as farmers head into the crucial fall agritourism season. 

Harford County has closed hundreds of rental-housing complaints since 
2020, but its records don’t show whether problems were fixed — raising  
questions about how the county protects tenants from unsafe living conditions. 
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 TALK TO US: The Capital Gazette 
welcomes reader submissions responding to 
our coverage or highlighting an issue. Letters 
should be 350 words or fewer and submitted 
online at capitalgazette.com/letters or sent 
to capletts@capgaznews.com. All submissions 
should include your name, address and 
phone number.

What to know about  
the 2026 state fair 
 
The Maryland State Fair returns to Timo-
nium next week for its 145th edition, 
bringing back the mainstay rides, live-
stock shows, horse racing and food, as 
well as concerts and activities. Page 5

Maryland Zoo creating  
all-male elephant herd 
 
The Maryland Zoo is transitioning to an all-
male herd of African elephants, a move that 
will send longtime female elephant Felix to 
another accredited facility and eventually 
bring additional males to Baltimore. Page 6

Defense delivers as  
Ravens earn a win 
 
Baltimore’s offensive line is still very 
much a work in progress and a few other 
Ravens defenders stood out in Satur-
day’s preseason victory against the 
Vikings. Sports

TRUMP WATCH

President Donald Trump 
said he plans to spend “a 
lot” of MAGA Inc.’s money 
to help “good” Republican 
candidates in this year’s 
midterm elections, adding 
that he has an $850 million 
fundraising haul. 

Trump made the com-
ments before boarding Air 
Force One for a trip to South 
Carolina, where he attended 
a Republican campaign rally. 

“Well, I’ve raised a lot, 
and nobody knows what it 
is, but I will tell you it’s 
about $850 million,” Trump 
told reporters Friday. 

Trump said he would use 
“a lot of that money,” as well 
as some of his own funds, to 
support Republican candi-
dates he considers strong. 

“When you add the $850 
million to all of the other 
money that we’ve raised, 
we’re in very good shape,” 
Trump said. 

MAGA Inc. is a pro-
Trump super PAC that 
played a major role in his 
2024 campaign. Super PACs 
can raise and spend unlim-
ited money to influence 
elections, but they are 
barred from coordinating 
directly with candidates’ of-
ficial campaigns. 

Trump did not identify 
which races or candidates 
would receive support. The 
spending might be signifi-
cant, as Republicans seek to 
protect their congressional 
majorities in November.  

Here are more Trump ad-
ministration headlines from 
Saturday: 

Defamation case: Trump 
urged a federal judge to re-
ject the BBC’s request for 
the court’s help in securing 
testimony and documents 
from three members of the 
president’s family in re-
sponse to his $10 billion 
defamation lawsuit against 
the British broadcaster.  

In a court filing, Trump’s 
personal attorneys argued 
that the BBC is trying to 
gain politically driven lev-
erage over the president by 
serving subpoenas on 
Ivanka Trump, her husband 
Jared Kushner and Donald 
Trump Jr. 

— From wire and Sinclair 
National Desk reports

President 
plans to 
spend ‘a lot’ 
on elections

FBI headquarters 
delays have cost 
taxpayers millions

By Mennatalla Ibrahim
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After 15 years,  
the long-stalled 
project continues 
to rack up charges

Chesapeake Region Ac-
cessible Boating hit turbu-
lence after founder and 
original executive director 
Don Backe died in 2013. 

The organization, com-
mitted to introducing peo-
ple with disabilities to the 
wonders of boating on the 
Chesapeake Bay, went 
through three executive di-
rectors in three years, in-
cluding one who lasted only 
30 days. 

That lack of steady, con-
sistent leadership almost 
doomed Chesapeake Re-
gion Accessible Boating, 
which was on life support 
financially when Paul 
Bollinger came to the res-
cue. 

Bollinger brought stabil-
ity to CRAB by serving as 

acting executive director on 
a volunteer basis beginning 
in March 2016. He worked 
three months for free while 
commuting from Alexan-
dria, Virginia, and living 

aboard his 34-foot power-
boat four days a week. 

Bollinger then signed an 
agreement to continue in 

Paul Bollinger, who led Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating to new heights during his 
decade-long tenure, has announced his retirement. PAUL W. GILLESPIE/STAFF PHOTOS

A tornado touched down 
in Queen Anne’s County 
during Thursday’s severe 
weather. 

The National Weather 
Service surveyed the area 
Friday and determined an 
EF1 tornado touched down 
near Barclay.  

There was a tornado 
warning for Queen Anne’s 

County on Thursday, and 
radars showed what mete-
orologists call a tornado de-
bris signature, indicating 
that a possible tornado may 
have reached the ground 
near Sudlersville, just south 
of the community. 

The radar evidence pro-
vides an indication that a 
tornado could have touched 
down, but it’s a weather 
service survey that is 

needed to confirm it. The 
National Weather Service 
office in Mount Holly, New 
Jersey, conducted the storm 
surveys Friday. Meteorolo-
gists also surveyed damage 
from a confirmed tornado 
that struck Dover, Dela-
ware, during Thursday’s se-
vere weather. 

Significant tree damage 
across Dover knocked out 
power, with officials report-

ing widespread outages and 
numerous intersections 
where traffic signals were 
not functioning, creating 
dangerous travel conditions. 

The tornado came as se-
vere storms moved across 
Eastern Maryland and 
Delaware on Thursday. A 
tornado watch was issued 
for Baltimore City and a 
dozen Maryland counties, 
while tornado warnings 

were issued for parts of the 
Eastern Shore and South-
ern Maryland. 

Officials are still assessing 
the damage from Thursday’s 
storms and determining 
whether additional torna-
does occurred in the region. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Todd Karpovich at tkarpo-
vich@baltsun.com or on X 
as @ToddKarpovich.

Paul Bollinger, leader of Chesapeake 
Region Accessible Boating, retiring
By Bill Wagner

Tornado touched down in Queen Anne’s County
By Todd Karpovich

Turn to RETIRING, Page 2

All the Rage Vintage, a 
vintage store at 208 West 
St., will close in mid-Sep-
tember. 

The Annapolis shop an-
nounced the forthcoming 
closure on Aug. 1 via Face-
book video. 

“We have loved the store 
and watching it grow and 
change, but our time here is 
coming to an end,” co-

owner Erica Kagan said in 
the video. “I’ve made so 
many friends, and of course 
I’ll still do markets here if I 
can. But love you guys, and 
it’s goodbye from us. But you 
still have six weeks to shop.” 

However, Kagan reas-
sured fans that the brand 
will not go away entirely. 
She plans to continue sell-
ing vintage items both at 
markets and online. In the 
fall, she plans to open a stu-

dio in Baltimore that offers 
shopping by appointment. 

The store’s other co-
owner, Sarah Taylor, did not 
appear in the video, though 
Kagan mentioned her sev-
eral times. The Annapolis 
store will have been open 
for five years. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Benjamin Rothstein at 
brothstein@baltsun.com, 
443-928-1926.

West Street vintage store closing next month
By Benjamin Rothstein

Bollinger gives a tour of the Annapolis Adaptive Boating 
Center, which includes a Hoyer lift for moving people from 
wheelchairs onto boats.
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On Aug. 23, 1970, the 
Salad Bowl strike began, 
organized by farm labor 
leader Cesar Chavez; be-
tween 5,000 to 10,000 la-
borers walked off the job, 
leading to the largest 
farmworker strike in U.S. 
history. 

 
Also on this date: 
In 1305, Scottish rebel 

leader Sir William Wallace 

was executed by the Eng-
lish for treason. 

 
In 1775, Britain’s King 

George III proclaimed the 
American colonies to be in 
a state of “open and 
avowed rebellion.” 

 
In 1914, Japan declared 

war against Germany in 
World War I. 

 
In 1927, amid worldwide 

protests, Italian-born an-
archists Nicola Sacco and 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti were 
executed in Boston for the 

murders of two men dur-
ing a 1920 robbery. (On the 
50th anniversary of their 
executions, then-Massa-
chusetts Gov. Michael Du-
kakis issued a proclama-
tion that Sacco and 
Vanzetti had been unfairly 
tried and convicted.) 

 
In 1939, Nazi Germany 

and the Soviet Union 
agreed to a non-aggression 
treaty, the Molotov-Rib-
bentrop Pact, in Moscow. 

 
In 2000, a Gulf Air Air-

bus crashed into the Per-

sian Gulf near Bahrain, kill-
ing all 143 people aboard. 

 
In 2003, former priest 

John Geoghan (GAY’-
gun), the convicted child 
molester whose prosecu-
tion sparked the sex abuse 
scandal that shook the Ro-
man Catholic Church na-
tionwide, died after an-
other inmate attacked him 
in a Massachusetts prison. 

 
In 2011, a magnitude-5.8 

earthquake centered near 
Mineral, Virginia, the 
strongest on the East 

Coast since 1944, caused 
cracks in the Washington 
Monument and damaged 
the Washington National 
Cathedral. 

 
In 2013, a military jury 

convicted Maj. Nidal 
Hasan in the deadly 2009 
shooting rampage at Fort 
Hood, Texas, that claimed 
13 lives; the Army psychia-
trist was later sentenced to 
death. 

 
In 2020, a white police 

officer in Kenosha, Wis-
consin, shot a Black man, 

Jacob Blake, seven times 
as officers tried to arrest 
Blake on an outstanding 
warrant; the shooting left 
Blake partially paralyzed 
and triggered several 
nights of violent protests. 

 
In 2022, a jury convicted 

two men of conspiring to 
kidnap Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer in 
2020, a victory for prose-
cutors in a plot that was 
broken up by the FBI and 
described as a rallying cry 
for a U.S. civil war by anti-
government extremists.

TODAY IN 
HISTORY
Associated Press

ABC’s “This Week” — 
Guests include Gov. Greg 
Abbott, R-Texas, and former 
chief White House photog-
rapher David Hume Ken-
nerly. Sunday, 10 a.m., 
WMAR (Channel 2) and 
WJLA (Channel 7). 

NBC’s “Meet the Press” — 
Guests include Sen. Tim 
Scott, R-S.c., and Sen. Chris 
Van Hollen, D-Md. Sunday, 
10 a.m., WGAL (Channel 8) 
and WBAL (Channel 11); 
10:30 a.m., WRC (Channel 4). 

CBS’ “Face the Nation” — 
Guests include U.S. Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services Administrator Dr. 
Mehmet Oz; former FDA 
Commissioner Dr. Scott 
Gottlieb; President and 
CEO of the Minneapolis 
Federal Reserve Neel 
Kashkari; and Rep. Byron 
Donalds, R-Fla. Sunday, 
10:30 a.m., WUSA (Channel 
9) and WJZ (Channel 13). 

CNN’s “State of the Un-
ion” — Guests include for-

mer Vice President Mike 
Pence; social psychologist 
Jonathan Haidt; and Secre-
tary of Education Linda 
McMahon. Sunday, 9 a.m., 
CNN. 

“Fox News Sunday” — 
Guests include Rep. Jake 
Auchincloss, D-Mass.; Pato 
O’Ward, NTT IndyCar Se-
ries driver for Arrow 
McClaren; and Transporta-
tion Secretary Sean Duffy. 
Sunday, 9 a.m., WTTG 
(Channel 5), WPMT (Chan-

nel 43) and WBFF (Channel 
45); 2 p.m., Fox News Chan-
nel. 

“11 TV Hill with Jason 
Newton” — Host Jason 
Newton remembers the life 
and legacy of Ravens legend 
and ALS advocate O.J. 
Brigance. Sunday, 11 a.m., 
WBAL (Channel 11). 

“Square Off” — Balti-
more’s declining violence 
gets national attention. 
Richard Sher’s panel of 
Jimmy Mathis, Darlene 

Kennedy, Phil Bell and 
Chris Kennedy debate what 
progress is being made. 
Plus, no talks and no peace 
in the Iran war. Episodes 
are available at squareoff.net 
and on YouTube @square-
offshow. 

“Full Measure with Sha-
ryl Attkisson” — Topics in-
clude a look at pharma’s in-
fluence in medical 
publishing; debating the 
drop in crime rates; and a 
hack free GPS. Sunday, 10 

a.m., WJLA (Channel 7) and 
WBFF (Channel 45). 

“Your Voice, Your Future 
Town Hall with Armstrong 
Williams” — Armstrong 
Williams hosts “Women of 
Power, Purpose and Wash-
ington,” which profiles two 
extraordinary women 
whose leadership has 
helped shape Washington 
from different sides of 
power. Monday, 7 p.m., fox-
baltimore.com and baltimo-
resun.com.

TV NEWS SHOWS

the acting role for six more 
months for a pittance of a 
salary while the organiza-
tion conducted a nation-
wide search for a perma-
nent executive director. 

Ultimately, the CRAB 
Board of Directors realized 
it did not have the money to 
hire someone qualified 
enough to run the organiza-
tion. That is when Bollinger, 
who was on the board and 
one of three members of the 
search committee, stepped 
up and said he would take 
the position full time. 

Brad LaTour, who was 
part of the search commit-
tee along with the late 
Lance Hinrichs, remembers 
being taken aback by Bollin-
ger’s offer. 

“I remember saying to Bo, 
‘If you are serious about 
this, you have my full sup-
port.’ I knew if we had Paul 
Bollinger in that role we 
would be punching way 
above our weight,” LaTour 
said. 

When Bollinger replied 
that he had thought long 
and hard about the decision 
and was serious, LaTour 
had another message. 

“I told Bo the good news 
is that we are going to give 
you a legitimate executive 
director salary. The bad 
news is that you better hus-
tle and raise some funds if 
you want to get paid,” La-
Tour said. “We were on 
fumes financially at that 
time and only had a few 
months of runway before 
CRAB went broke. Over 
time, Bo has put the organi-
zation on strong financial 
footing.” 

Bollinger has announced 
his retirement as president 
and CEO of Chesapeake Re-
gion Accessible Boating ef-
fective at the end of this 
year. Will Crump, current 
chairman of the board, sent 
a letter to CRAB supporters 
on Aug. 13 announcing the 
news. 

Bollinger’s pending re-
tirement was then made 
public during the CRAB 
Cup post-regatta party and 
awards ceremony at East-
port Yacht Club last Satur-
day. LaTour, who worked 
closely with Bollinger while 
serving four years as chair-
man of the CRAB Board of 
Directors, said there “are 
not enough positive adjec-
tives to describe what a 
great job he did for the or-
ganization. 

“Bo made a big bet on 
CRAB, and it has paid off in 
spades. He was just a relent-
less supporter of and advo-
cate for the organization 
and its mission. He would 
do whatever it took to get a 
positive outcome for the or-
ganization,” LaTour said. 

Will Crump, the current 

chairman of the board, said 
the hiring of Bollinger was 
followed by a “period of re-
markable growth that trans-
formed CRAB from a small 
non-profit into a nationally 
recognized leader in acces-
sible boating.” 

“I’ve had a great opportu-
nity to see Paul Bollinger in 
action, and he is such a force 
of nature. When Bo is fo-
cused on getting something 
done, he is really unstoppa-
ble,” said Crump, who has 
been a CRAB board mem-
ber for five years. “Bo has 
continued to move the goal-
posts further out and push 
the organization forward.” 

Bollinger’s tenure lasted 
a decade and was marked 
by a number of notable ac-
complishments, the pinna-
cle of which was the open-
ing of the Adaptive Boating 
Center on Back Creek — a 
feat many supporters wor-
ried would never happen. 

Having moved to East-
port in 2017, Bollinger plans 
to remain in the area and 
serve as a volunteer skipper 
for CRAB. That means he 
will be available to help the 
next executive director get 
acclimated. 

“I enjoyed this job more 
than any other I’ve had,” 
said Bollinger, noting it is 
the longest he has remained 
in one position. “I have met 
so many wonderful people 
that share the same goals 
and objectives. I’ve really 
enjoyed working with all 
the board members along 
with community leaders. 
It’s rewarding to work for 
an organization whose mis-
sion you believe in so 
strongly.” 

Dreaming big 
Bollinger was introduced 

to Chesapeake Region Ac-
cessible Boating in 2012 
while working for Boeing in 
D.C.  

The company had a com-
munity outreach program, 
and Bollinger suggested 
starting a Wounded War-
rior Sailing Regatta in An-
napolis. 

Boeing agreed to fund the 
regatta, and Bollinger part-
nered with CRAB to organ-
ize it. Through the 
Wounded Warrior Regatta, 
which continues to this day, 
Bollinger ended up on the 
CRAB Board of Directors. 

Backe died in 2013, and 
Bollinger had a front-row 
seat as a series of short-lived 
executive directors led to 
the steady decline of Chesa-
peake Region Accessible 
Boating in various ways, es-
pecially financially. 

When Bollinger took over 
as executive director, CRAB 
had $20,000 in the bank 
and operated its boating 
program out of Sandy Point 
State Park while its office 
was on Defense Highway. 

Backe founded CRAB in 

1991, and shortly thereafter 
the organization acquired a 
fleet of four Freedom 20 
adaptive sailboats. By the 
time Bollinger took over, 
those boats were 25 years 
old and showing their age. 

Bollinger convinced the 
Board of Directors that the 
organization needed a new 
fleet, and CRAB worked 
with Annapolis Yacht Sales 
to acquire six Beneteau 
First 22-footers. Beneteau 
agreed to donate two if the 
organization purchased 
four, and Bollinger wran-
gled a state grant to do just 
that. 

“When Bo came aboard 
as executive director, that is 
when we started dreaming 
big. We really wanted to 
push the envelope,” LaTour 
said. 

Truth be told, Bollinger 
was over-qualified to serve 
as president and CEO of 
CRAB, having spent 18 
years in senior-level posi-
tions for four major aviation 
trade associations. He 
worked for the United 
States Air Force as special 
assistant to the assistant 
secretary and later as dep-
uty assistant secretary of the 
Army. 

The experience gained 
through those various posi-
tions served Bollinger well 
when it came to cultivating 
donors and soliciting gov-
ernment officials for fund-
ing. 

“My background as a lob-
byist on Capitol Hill and 
working in the Pentagon as 
a political appointee proved 
helpful in this role,” he said. 
“You get a PHD in bureauc-
racy in the Pentagon.” 

Those skills would prove 
valuable in Bollinger’s big-
gest undertaking on behalf 
of CRAB, which desperately 
needed its own facility. 
While the partnership with 
the Department of Natural 
Resources worked for many 
years, operating out of 
Sandy Point State Park was 
becoming increasingly dif-
ficult. On many weekends, 
the park reached capacity 
and closed its gates to visi-
tors, preventing CRAB 
guests from getting in. 

CRAB created a “Home 
Port” committee consisting 
of realtors and lawyers to 
find an appropriate prop-
erty and discovered the Port 
Williams Marina on Back 
Creek was for sale. It was an 
ideal location with quick, 
easy access to the Severn 
River. 

Bollinger spent many 
years raising the necessary 
funds and securing the 
proper government approv-
als. It wasn’t easy, and many 
doubted he could pull it off. 
But true to form, Bollinger 
was relentless and uncom-
promising. 

He secured $3.1 million in 
public funding from the 

State of Maryland ($1 mil-
lion), Anne Arundel County 
($1.3 million), and the City 
of Annapolis ($500,000). 
He lobbied the Department 
of Natural Resources to pay 
for construction of the 80-
foot T-head pier with a 16-
slip floating dock. He 
twisted arms and delivered 
convincing presentations to 
garner another $3.5 million 
in private funding to com-
plete the project. 

Chesapeake Region Ac-
cessible Boating opened its 
beautiful, state-of-the-art 
Adaptive Boating Center in 
April 2023. In addition to 
the waterfront facilities, the 
center includes the 2,600-
square-foot Don Backe 
Learning Center and the 
Arthur Birney open-air pa-
vilion. It is a model facility 
that is 100% ADA accessi-
ble and fully sustainable. 

“Without Paul Bollinger, 
there is no Adaptive Boat-
ing Center on Back Creek. 
His take-no-prisoners style 
of leadership wrestled this 
amazing facility into exis-
tence,” former Annapolis 
mayor Gavin Buckley said. 
“We are forever grateful 
that so many more people 
now have access to the wa-
ter, the thing that makes An-
napolis such a special city.” 

To this day, LaTour still 
marvels at how Bollinger 
wrangled funding from 
both public and private 
sources. He noted the diffi-
culty of cultivating donors 
for an organization with no 
physical presence. 

“That Adaptive Boating 
Center does not happen 
without Paul Bollinger. He 
is the single-biggest reason 
why Annapolis has the best 
accessible boating facility in 
the country,” LaTour said. 
“Bo was very skillful in find-
ing potential donors, then 
painting the story of: don’t 
you want to join us as we 
take this journey together. 
He turned hundred-dollar 
checks into a thousand, 
thousand-dollar checks into 
ten thousand, and ten-thou-
sand-dollar checks into a 
hundred thousand.” 

Dick Franyo is the long-
est, continuous supporter in 
the history of Chesapeake 
Region Accessible Boating, 
having come aboard during 
Backe’s tenure. Franyo 
founded the Boatyard Bar & 
Grill Regatta named after 
the popular sailor-friendly 
restaurant-bar he owned. 
That regatta, now called the 
CRAB Cup, has been the or-
ganization’s single-largest 
fundraiser — bringing in ap-
proximately $250,000 per 
year. 

“Paul Bollinger has done 
a masterful job of leading 
CRAB. He took over for a 
legend in Don Backe, then 
clearly took the organiza-
tion to an extraordinary 
level,” Franyo said. “Bo has 

done an incredible job, and 
we should all pat him on the 
back and celebrate him. He 
has earned the right to step 
back and pass the torch.” 

Mission focused 
Chesapeake Region Ac-

cessible Boating relies heav-
ily on volunteers to run its 
boating initiatives, which 
serve nearly 40 nonprofit 
organizations in the region. 
CRAB welcomes an average 
of 1,800 guests per year, and 
60% have a disability, while 
a majority of the others are 
children from underserved 
communities. 

Bollinger started a volun-
teer training program to en-
sure consistency and safety. 
CRAB created a detailed 
volunteer training manual 
focused on how to sail with 
disabled guests. With 
Bollinger personally leading 
the way, the organization 
trained 164 volunteers in 
2026 — a process that in-
cludes passing a back-
ground check, reading the 
training manual, passing a 
test and undergoing 2 1/2 
hours of training. 

“We want to make sure 
our volunteers do things the 
‘CRAB Way.’ We want to 
give our guests something 
akin to a Disney experi-
ence,” Bollinger said. “Our 
guests tell us they feel very 
welcome at CRAB, which is 
the ultimate goal.” 

Bollinger takes pride in 
the fact that CRAB teaches 
its guests how to operate a 
sailboat. It is an interactive 
experience, as the organiza-
tion does not settle for tak-
ing people with disabilities 
for rides. Guests often tell 
the staff this is the furthest 
they’ve been from their 
wheelchair, and as a result, 
the most distant they have 
been from the memory of 
the accident that put them 
in it. 

“In the time I’ve been 
here, we’ve probably had 
12,000 guests. Almost all of 
them had a wonderful time 
here and many have said it 
changed their lives,” Bollin-
ger said. “It is an empower-
ing experience — one they 
take into the rest of their 
lives with the realization 
they can do things they pre-
viously did not think were 
possible.” 

Bollinger also takes great 
pride in raising funds to 
purchase Dreamcatcher, a 
40-foot power catamaran 
equipped to take disabled 
guests fishing or boating. It 
is the ideal platform, ena-
bling guests to roll right on 
while still in their wheel-
chairs. 

Bollinger leaves Chesa-
peake Region Accessible 
Boating on sound footing in 
all respects. Once nearly 
bankrupt, the organization 
now has more than $1 mil-
lion in the bank. During his 

tenure, Bollinger worked 
with five different Board of 
Directors chairmen, and all 
praised his leadership. 

“You have a mission, you 
have a focus, and you have a 
plan to accomplish it. You 
can’t be chasing shiny ob-
jects, or else it distracts 
from the mission,” Bollinger 
said. “We never deviated 
from the mission, which is 
sharing our love of sailing 
and boating with people 
that never thought they 
would do it.” 

Now 70 years old, Bollin-
ger looks forward to travel-
ing with his wife Elizabeth 
and spending more time 
cruising the Chesapeake 
Bay aboard Fandango, their 
34-foot powerboat. 

“Bo has been like a steady 
15-knot breeze in the sails 
of CRAB. He pushes hard 
and is ever-present because 
he knows the healing power 
of a good day on the water 
and wants to provide it to 
the folks who need it most,” 
Anne Arundel County Ex-
ecutive Steuart Pittman 
said. “Not many people 
could have mobilized the 
volunteers, raised the 
money, and built that mag-
nificent facility. Bo has 
made CRAB a powerful 
force for good on the Chesa-
peake Bay, and his retire-
ment is a call to the rest of 
us to nurture it.” 

Crump said CRAB may 
need more than one person 
to replace “such a truly 
transformational leader” as 
Bollinger. He noted three 
distinct aspects of the or-
ganization: programs, fund-
raising, and administra-
tion/operations. 

Maryland Secretary of 
Disabilities Carol Beatty is 
among the many fans of 
Bollinger, whose “incredi-
ble advocacy” didn’t stop 
with CRAB. Beatty noted 
that he led the effort to pass 
the Adaptive Boating Fund 
Act, which provides grants 
to organizations promoting 
accessible water activities 
across the state. 

“Paul Bollinger’s leader-
ship and dedication have 
been instrumental in ensur-
ing that boating is accessi-
ble to every Marylander in 
our state. His visionary 
work in spearheading the 
development of the Adap-
tive Boating Center on Back 
Creek stands as a lasting tes-
tament to his commitment 
to accessibility. The ABC is 
a model of access and inclu-
sion,” Beatty said. “Our state 
is deeply grateful for Paul’s 
impactful service and lead-
ership on behalf of Mary-
landers with disabilities.” 

 
Have a news tip? Contact 

Bill Wagner at bwag-
ner@capgaznews.com, 
443-534-0102 and 
x.com/@BWagner_Cap-
Gaz.
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