Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

December Newsletter
Staying in Touch with CRAB's Friends & Supporters

Seasons Greetings from Brad LaTour, CRAB President 2017-2020
As we wrap up arguably the most challenging year for many of
our guests, volunteers, staff, and supporters, I choose to reflect
on 2020 through a lens of gratitude. With so much uncertainty
and anxiety impacting all of us, CRAB did what it's been doing for
almost 30 years and found a way to persevere. It certainly was
not easy, but in a serendipitous way, it reflects the daily struggles
many of our guests endure while finding peace and serenity
sailing with CRAB. I hope the memories and moments our guests
and volunteers enjoyed this year will be shared and passed
forward to others in need like a ripple on the water.
I have the privilege to close out this year's newsletter after completing my 4 th and final year as
CRAB's President. It has been an honor to serve with so many talented Board members,
volunteers, and staff who always put the safety and goodwill of our guests first. When I first
joined the Board 5 years ago, it was clear to me that the most valuable asset we have is our
brand equity. It truly is the heart and soul of CRAB that reverberates throughout the region.
It was another record-breaking year financially for CRAB, despite not hosting our fabulous CRAB
Cup post-race party at the Eastport Yacht Club. We adjusted our sails and increased our focus on
expanding the Skipper's Challenge, sponsorship, and adding an online auction. We also
exceeded last year's boat donations which is a critical revenue stream for operations. To put it
in perspective, we will end the year with 20X the amount of cash and reserves in the bank than
when I joined the Board in 2016.
When CRAB was allowed to resume sailing programs in late June, we instituted new safety
protocols to ensure guest and volunteer safety. The enhanced CRAB operational procedures
allowed over 400 guests to safely enjoy the natural therapy of the water, a tiller in their hands,
and a breeze on their faces. I heard from several guests who were elated to sail with CRAB
because so many outdoor recreational activities were canceled this year.
Last, but certainly not least, a bright ray of sunshine peeking through the storm clouds, was the

signing of our new Adaptative Boating Center lease. This is a culmination of nearly 4 years of
grinding effort that will stand as a living monument to the heart and soul of CRAB. I can't wait to
see the new state of the art facility that will serve CRAB for the next 40 years!
In any job or role that I've had over the years that's been rewarding, it's always been about the
people. My time as President of CRAB is no different. I wish to publicly thank our Executive
Director and fearless leader, Bo Bollinger. He is an organizational treasure and I am grateful he
was at my side the past 4 years and hopefully for many years to come.
Happy Holidays to all and "Thank You" for your unwavering support of CRAB this year!

Virtual Holiday Party

Crabbie attending the virtual Holiday Party for CRAB volunteers

Thank you to all the volunteers who attended our 2020 Virtual Holiday Party last week. We
hope you enjoyed the update on the Adaptive Boating Center and the 2020 sailing season wrapup. Congratulations to top volunteers of the year - Donna Clapp, CRAB Crew Member of the
Year, and Matt Schaaf, CRAB Skipper of the year. We look forward to seeing everyone in April for
the Rigging Party and Volunteer Training Sessions to start the 2021 sailing season!

Top Skipper - Matt Schaaf

Top Crew - Donna Clapp

Annual Appeal Message

Take a look at the annual letter and read about the 2020 sailing season report HERE. Haven't had
time to donate yet? View the CARES Act info below and use the donate button at the bottom of
the email to donate today!

CARES Act Information
CRAB supporters taking the standard
deduction in 2020:
1. Individuals can deduct up to $300
for charitable giving in 2020 in
addition to the standard deduction. In
prior years, if you took the standard
deduction, you couldn't take any
charitable deduction.
CRAB Supporters who itemize their
deductions:
2. An individual can deduct donations
up to 100% of their 2020 adjusted
gross income for cash gifts to charity.
Keep in mind that this does not
include gifts of appreciated securities.
3. As of now, these deductions are
only available in 2020. Donate to
CRAB today!

CFC Number: 74892
We encourage all CRAB volunteers and friends who
work for the federal government to participate in the
2020 Combined Federal Campaign and to select CRAB
for your pre-tax payroll deduction for charity.

United Way Number: 2348
CRAB is now enrolled into the United Way list of
charitable organizations. If you work for a company
that donates to United Way, we hope you will make
your support of CRAB known to management
responsible for corporate donations.

Maryland Charity Campaign
CRAB is now enrolled in the Maryland Charity
Campaign for state employees. Just search for our
name, CRAB, and you can donate through this
campaign.

Thank You In-Kind Sponsors!

Please consider using the companies that support CRAB!

Thank You Grantors!

Thank You 2020 Sponsors!

Donated Boat Program

1972 Pearson 36
Asking only $10,000

2002 Bayliner 18
Asking only $4,900

Do you have a boat that you no longer use? Ready to upgrade? Donate your boat to CRAB! The
proceeds keep our sailing programs FREE of charge for all guests. All boats need to be in good
condition with a working motor. If you have any questions, contact Sarah at
sarah@crabsailing.org or visit the CRAB website for more information.

Adaptive Boating Center

Architect Roy Higgs International rendering of the new Adaptive Learning Center

CRAB is excited about the re-design of the building for the Adaptive Boating Center! Now one
level, with a large multi-purpose room named the Don Backe Learning Centre, in memory of
CRAB's Founder, it will also include office space and a Skipper's Room.

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the event
has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support CRAB
financially or make a boat
donation in support of our mission
and programs please click
here Learn more.

Donate Today!

Volunteers
Want to Volunteer? Check out
the volunteer page for all the
ways to help.
Learn more.

Stay Connected

