Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

CRAB signed a 40-year lease on Nov. 19th with the City of Annapolis for the future
Adaptive Boating Center property. Pictured with the temporary ABC sign are:
L-R: CRAB Executive Director Paul "Bo" Bollinger, City Alderman Rob Savage, Mayor Gavin Buckley,
and Brad LaTour, CRAB President (Photo credit: Ken Tom)
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Recent & Upcoming Events
What a way to bring an end to one of the most challenging and rewarding years in
CRAB's 29-year history. Last week the City of Annapolis Mayor Gavin Buckley and
CRAB President Brad LaTour signed a 40-year lease for the property where CRAB's
Adaptive Boating Center will be built. The decision to work on finding a new home for
CRAB started in January 2017 when the CRAB Board voted to move forward with the
process. Like making legislation or sausage, it sometimes wasn't pretty, but in spite of it
all, CRAB was able to persevere and stay focused on its strategy. The Mayor called us
"tenacious," but our mission was too important to give up, or give in, if CRAB was going

to grow in the future. And grow we will!
We are moving forward with engineering contracts and permitting meetings to ensure a
smooth and expedited process to remove all of the structures from the property and
rebuild everything to the highest ADA standards for the enjoyment of CRAB guests.
Construction is expected to commence early next year with the new docks likely to be
installed first. The ABC will include office space for CRAB staff, a learning center for
guests and visitors, an open air pavilion, storage and plenty of ADA restrooms close to
the dock. CRAB looks forward to keeping all of our supporters, volunteers, and guests
informed of our progress in the coming months. In the meantime, join us in raising a
glass in honor of this grand accomplishment!
The award ceremony for the Triple Crown of Charity Sailing Trophy presentation was
held at the end of October at The Market House with the leadership from CRAB,
Leukemia Cup, Hospice Cup, and Weems & Plath in attendance. Dan Flagler (CRAB
Fleet Director) was in very close competition with John Heintz (2018 winner) and Tracey
Golde (CRAB Crew). Dan attributed his success to teamwork in the fundraising and
some excellent race finishes in the competitive cruising class as he took home the
beautiful trophy for the second year in a row. John Heintz was runner-up, and newcomer Tracey Golde finished third. All 3 charities wish to thank everyone who
participated and raised funds and raced this year. We hope to see you next year on the
water.
#GivingTuesday is on December 1st and if you are a federal worker, the2020
Combined Federal Campaign is open and accepting pledges. CRAB is a partner with
CFC and you can easily make your pledge today - CRAB's code is 74892.

Skipper Spotlight
Walt Laird says, "I'm proud to be a CRAB Skipper"
"Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see"Mark Twain.
The summer of 2020 is one for the history books with many challenges. It was extremely
rewarding for me to be involved this sailing season as I know we brought many smiles to
our guests. I would like to share with you just one experience of many why skippering for
CRAB feeds my soul. From Kevin Detwiler, my friend who has been sailing with us for
over 20 years - he says it all for me:
Dear Walt,
Thank you for being my crew during the Don Backe Memorial CRAB Cup. The 5
nautical miles was a great sail. The wind was astounding. We started sailing right on
time. From the staff displaying an orange flag on the RC Signal vessel and R2; the
start line to the staff displaying an orange flag on the RC vessel and R2; the finish
line, the boat was moving. The Beneteau felt good. Everything discussed from
the rhythm or beating feeling under the boat which was the water hitting the keel
under the Beneteau to the fact that the jib sail should go all the way over before the
lines on the other side of the boat are pulled tight. Doing that does help keep the

boat moving steadily. You were very informative.
You helped me become a better sailor. I had a great time on the Bay.
Thank you,
Kevin

With the good news of the Adaptive Boating Center becoming a reality, Heather and I
have made a leadership gift to the ABC Capital Campaign. We are very proud to be
affiliated with this wonderful organization and are looking forward to the day when we
can sail from Back Creek!
Thank you Walt and Heather and other friends of CRAB for your donations
towards the ABC!

Upcoming Events

CFC Number: 74892

Dec 10 Volunteer
Appreciation Holiday Party by
Zoom

We encourage all CRAB volunteers and friends
who work for the federal government to
participate in the 2020 Combined Federal
Campaign and to select CRAB for your pre-tax
payroll deduction for charity.

Launch Fleet in April!

United Way Number: 2348

CARES Act for Donations
Make the most of your giving
to CRAB using the CARES
Act. More information here.

CRAB is now enrolled into the United Way list of
charitable organizations. If you work for a
company that donates to United Way, we hope
you will make your support of CRAB known to
management responsible for corporate
donations.

Donated Boat Program

Do you have a boat that you no longer use? Ready to upgrade? Donate your boat to

CRAB! The proceeds keep our sailing programs FREE of charge for all guests. All boats
need to be in good condition with a working motor. If you have any questions, contact
Sarah at sarah@crabsailing.org or visit the CRAB website for more information.

ABC Lease Signing Ceremony

(L-R) Board Member Matt Schaaf, V.P. David Hankey, President Brad LaTour, and Paul "Bo" Bollinger, Executive
Director stand proud (with huge smiles) next to the ABC sign after the signing ceremony. (Photo Credit Ken Tom)

Applause filled the air following the signing of the lease that was nearly 4 years in the making.
(Photo Credit Ken Tom)

CRAB President Brad LaTour and Mayor Gavin Buckley exchange signed CRAB burgees
to commemorate the event. Guest Ambassador Steve Ritterbush and Alderman Rob Savidge in background.
(Photo credit Ken Tom)

Triple Crown of Charity Sailing
Awards Ceremony

Dan Flagler shows off the Triple Crown of Charity Sailing trophy at the award ceremony in October.
L-R: Mike Flanagan, Weems & Plath, Sharon and Dan Flagler, Paul "Bo" Bollinger, CRAB.

Runner Up John Heintz with Mike Flanagan, Weems & Plath, and Paul "Bo Bollinger, CRAB

Third place finisher Tracey Golde with (L-R): Warren Richter, Mike Flanagan and Paul "Bo" Bollinger

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the event
has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support CRAB
financially or make a boat
donation in support of our mission
and programs please click
here Learn more.

Volunteers
Want to Volunteer? Check out
the volunteer page for all the
ways to help.
Learn more.

Donate Today!

Stay Connected

