Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

The 2020 Don Backe Memorial CRAB Regatta hosted by the Annapolis Yacht Club

September Newsletter
Staying in Touch with CRAB's Friends & Supporters

Recent & Upcoming Events
The 2020 Don Backe Memorial CRAB Regatta is now in the history books with Kevin
Detwiler of Leonardtown, MD taking home the Champions Trophy. Our hosts, the
Annapolis Yacht Club and Race Committee, did a fantastic job of organizing and
managing the regatta. Due to a lack of wind in the morning the skippers and crews were
able to do some "pier sailing" and talk with each other before boarding. Upon departing
the docks at noon, the fleet organized in the Annapolis harbor and motor sailed in
numerical order up Ego Alley for a spectacular parade that visitors on City Dock will long
remember.

All four races in the afternoon were very competitive with the addition of AYC tacticians
and race experienced CRAB volunteer skippers. No boat won more than one race as they
traded places on the water throughout the day. The beautiful, sunny day with 8-10 knots of
wind made for an enjoyable sailing experience for all. Due to Covid 19 restrictions, the
AYC was unable to host its famous post-race reception, but the awards ceremony was
conducted with CRAB's President Brad LaTour presenting the trophies to the top 3
finishers.
Congratulations to the Champions, Kevin Detwiler, Walter Laird, and Warren Richter;
2nd place finisher John Tarrant, Dr. Jonathan Forsberg, and Tracey Golde; and 3rd place
team of Tim McGee, Paul Van Cleve, and Becky & Craig Jasper. The Don Backe
Memorial CRAB Regatta Trophy is on permanent display in the front lobby of the AYC.
Please see more regatta pictures on CRAB's Facebook page and website and articles in
SpinSheet and Capital Gazette.
September is always very busy at CRAB since it is the best sailing of the year and it is the
busiest this year. There are four weeks remaining in the season that will see CRAB host
two Family Sail Sundays and many Group Sails. Nearly 300 guests, 65% with a
disability, have sailed with CRAB this year, with over 85 volunteers donating 1,300 hours.
The extensive COVID-19 safety precautions CRAB instituted this year have served to
make guests and volunteers safe and comfortable while sailing. It also is one of the very
few outdoor, group activities our guests with disabilities and kids are able to do.
At the beginning of September CRAB hosted 3 days of Kids Sailing Camp in
partnership with the City of Annapolis Police Department. Because most of the events for
youth were cancelled this summer due to the pandemic, the police and kids were very
grateful to have the opportunity to sail. A different group of kids came each day, allowing
CRAB to reach 34 youth from at-risk communities or under served.
Coming up next are the September Family Sail Sunday and the Recovering Warrior
Sailing Regatta. Both events are sold out and promise a great time on the water. It is very
special to host families at the Family Sail events and service members and their families
at the Recovering Warrior Sailing Regatta.
The Annapolis City Council will hold a public hearing on September 29th at 7:00 pm to
discuss the long term lease with CRAB for the Adaptive Boating Center. If you wish to
submit written testimony in support of CRAB and the passage of the ordinance, please go
to: https://www.annapolis.gov/FormCenter/City-Clerk-14/Public-Comment-Web-Form-67
Please note, sign-up for the Combined Federal Campaign will start soon. If you work for
the government, we encourage you to select CRAB as your favorite charity for pretax
charitable giving in 2021.
Stay safe and see you soon on the water!

Upcoming Events
9/20 - Family Sail Sunday
9/26 - Fall Recovering Warrior
Sailing Regatta
10/18 - Family Sail Sunday
10/19-23 - Fleet shuttle to winter
storage at Whitehall
Marina

CFC Number: 74892
We encourage all CRAB volunteers and friends
who work for the federal government to
participate in the 2020 Combined Federal
Campaign and to select CRAB for your pre-tax
payroll deduction for charity.

United Way Number: 2348
CRAB has now been enrolled into the United Way
list of charitable organizations. If you work for a
company that donates to United Way, we hope
you will make your support of CRAB known to
management responsible for corporate
donations.

Interview with new CRAB Board Member
George Schulze

What brought you to Annapolis? I moved to Northern Virginia about 18 years ago. I thought
the Bay would be a great place to retire as there's so much to do and learn about. I also had
always said I was going to retire on the water. Several years ago I had a place on Turkey Point
Island, so I was familiar with Annapolis and with retiring last September all the lines intersected
so I moved to Spa Creek.
When and how did you learn about CRAB? Last summer I attended the party for CRAB
Cup 2019. I was very impressed with the people and CRAB's mission.
As a new board member, what are your goals? My goal is to figure out how I can add value
to the organization and contribute to it's growth and long term success. And to ensure we
continue to bring happiness to all who enjoy what CRAB has to offer.
Do you have a favorite memory from a CRAB event? With the virus there hasn't been a lot
of events since I've joined the Board unfortunately. Last year's party did make a lasting
impression. I'm looking forward to meeting a lot of our guests and volunteers at this year's
CRAB Cup.
What have you learned from working with other Board Members and Staff? That their
passion for CRAB is so outstanding and their hard work and dedication to furthering the
mission of CRAB makes me very proud to be part of this team. They also are very patient trying
to help educate the "newbie".
What would you like to leave with our readers? I would just ask everyone who reads this
that however you touch CRAB, to know your efforts have such a material impact on the joy of
others. I'm very open to hearing input from everyone on how we can continue to keep CRAB at
the forefront of adaptive boating, and most of all how we can keep making it fun for everyone
involved.
George was the winner of The CRAB Cup 2020 Skippers Challenge
raising a record $14,250!

2020 Don Backe Memorial CRAB Regatta

The CRAB fleet sails up Spa Creek to the starting line for the first race

Kevin Detwiler with CRAB Volunteer Walt Laird before the race...they are smiling

The fleet was in tight racing quarters most of the day

Tony Caparella skippers with CRAB volunteers Scott Gitchell and John Enderle

CRAB Fleet on parade up Ego Alley with City Dock onlookers applauding

Skipper Jay Streit and girlfriend Dee Perry with CRAB volunteer Jon Slabaugh

CRAB President Brad LaTour presents Kevin Detwiler, Walt Laird and Warren Richter the Champions Trophy

Kids Sailing Camp

Day 1 of Kids Sailing Camp with City of Annapolis Police Department

Board Member Matt Schaaf "no-hands" pic to show he is not steering the boat - the kids are in control

Day Two of the Kids Sailing Camp...all thumbs up!

Volunteer Paul Van Cleve instructs the young camper on the tiller extension

Siblings posing for a picture after returning from a great sailing day on the Bay

A Police Cadet is on the helm as her campers enjoy sailing by Sandy Point Lighthouse

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the event
has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support CRAB
financially or make a boat
donation in support of our mission
and programs please click
here Learn more.

Volunteers
Want to Volunteer? Check out
the volunteer page for all the
ways to help.
Learn more.

Donate Today!

Stay Connected

