Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

The CRAB fleet sailing out of Annapolis harbor during the Don Backe Memorial CRAB Regatta in 2019 and
scheduled for June 6th, 2020 at the Annapolis Yacht Club Sailing Center.

April Newsletter
Staying in Touch with CRAB's Friends & Supporters

Recent & Upcoming Events
CRAB in the Coronavirus Era
by Paul "Bo" Bollinger, Executive Director, CRAB
Working from home every day is new for the CRAB staff who are used to a small office,
talking and working with each other. I am sure we are no different than hundreds of CRAB
volunteers, guests, and supporters. We have a new operating rhythm including daily 9:00 a.m.
conference calls to go over recruitment of new organizations for Group Sails; creating an MOU
for Kids Sailing Camps with another local non-profit; preparing sponsorship plans and
promotion for The CRAB Cup in August; selling donated boats; and writing grants to fund

sailing programs and the Adaptive Boating Center (ABC).
Speaking of the ABC, our top funding priority, the third round of questions about the City's
Program Open Space Grant (POS) have been answered and submitted to MD Department of
Natural Resources. The grant was submitted nearly 8 months ago and this process has been
very challenging to say the least. That said, we see light at the end of the tunnel. Fortunately,
the current economic situation will not impact the ABC appropriated funds in the State's 2019
CIP budget or POS funding this year.
In the near future, DNR should approve the grant and forward it to the State Board of Public
Works for a vote and final approval. The grant then goes to the Annapolis City Council for
two readings. Upon approval, the City will begin the formal acquisition process with the
owners of the property. A long-term lease has already been negotiated between the City and
CRAB. In two short paragraphs, this is all we have to accomplish before permitting and
construction begin for the premier adaptive boating center in the country, opening in 2021.
We thank you for your continued support and your contributions to the capital campaign.
I would like to close with an analogy that came to mind during the quarantine where we are all
expected to stay at home with limited or restricted outdoor activity. It made me think about
CRAB guests who have similar experiences every day of their lives, not just now. I have
gained a much better perspective of why CRAB guests are so enthusiastic and joyful when
they are sailing with our dedicated volunteers on new sailboats. The freedom, camaraderie,
peacefulness, and exercise; combined with warm sunshine, majestic waters, and gentle breezes
all add up to an incredible experience that is truly liberating. We also have a symbiotic
relationship with our guests, as our humanity causes us to feel and share in their joy. It is with
great anticipation we look forward to an end to the quarantine and the opportunity to see
everyone at a CRAB sailing event very soon. Please stay safe, healthy, and happy.

Thank you to our recent grantors!

Awarded a grant for Kids Sailing Camps for
Center of Help and Seeds 4 Success.

Awarded a grant for a Sailing Clinic for
Recovering Warriors and people with
disabilities.
Awarded a grant for operating funds to
help in areas outside of programs.

Save the Date - CRAB Cup 2020
August 15th

Interview with Medical Professionals
CRAB and the PANDEMIC: Questions and Answers provided by CRAB Volunteers Dr.
Ed Black (Crew) & Carl Larsen (Skipper), Director of Radiology at a local hospital
Q. How is the COVID-19 Pandemic impacting CRAB?
A. Because of the pandemic, all of CRAB's sailing activities are cancelled through May.
There are two major reasons for this. First is Maryland's ban on all but essential activities.
DNR has determined that recreational sailing is NOT an essential activity. Second, social
distancing (staying at least 6 feet from other people, except those in your household) prevents
CRAB volunteers from safely assisting guests during the critical boarding and disembarking
process. All guests, disabled and able-bodied, are assisted by volunteers. Also, once the
cockpit has 3-4 guests, social distancing is no longer viable.
Q. Does the coronavirus pose additional risks to CRAB guests and volunteers?
A. Yes. Older individuals (those age 60-65 years and above) and those with underlying
medical conditions are at increased risk for coronavirus infection. So, CRAB will adhere to
all mandated state guidance to minimize risk to both guests and volunteers.
Q. What has to happen before restrictions are lifted?
A. There is a lot of debate on this issue and final guidance will come from the state. Most
likely there will need to be a steady decline in the number of new cases over a couple of weeks
before any decision is made. There will need to be the capability and capacity to quickly test,
identify, and isolate anyone with COVID-19 in areas where restrictions are in place. Social
distancing may still remain in place. Face masks may still be recommended/required.

Q. What will happen with CRAB sailing as restrictions are lifted?
A. We don't know at this point. It will depend on what restrictions are lifted, especially those
related to social distancing. CRAB will start sailing again as soon as it is SAFE for our guests,
our volunteers, and our staff. Sailing with CRAB will be different this year. We probably
won't be shaking hands or patting each other on the back. We likely will need to clean the
boats and equipment before and after each sail. We will use a lot of hand sanitizer. We may
have to take fewer guests on each boat for a sail. We will figure out these questions with
guidance from state and local experts before we start to sail.
The first event planned is the Don Backe Memorial CRAB Regatta on June 6 th hosted at the
Annapolis Yacht Club. A back-up date in September has already been reserved.
Q. Will I have to wear a mask when I sail with CRAB later this year? If so, what type of
mask?
A. This is another question where we don't yet have an answer. There are experts at the
national level suggesting that people will continue wearing face masks as restrictions are
lifted. While there is no national recommendations at this time, Anne Arundel County now
requires everyone to wear masks in public areas, i.e. grocery stores, the Post Office, etc.
Formal recommendations should include details about the type of face covering to be worn. A
skipper or crew wearing a mask may look strange, but these are strange times. In anticipation
of a mask requirement, CRAB is ordering Tubies that will have the logo.
Q. Will CRAB volunteers and guests need to have tests to show they don't have the virus,
or are immune to the virus?
A. Whether or not some type of testing will be part of the containment-eradication strategy is
not known. For the safety of guests and volunteers, CRAB could decide to require such
testing. Testing is a rapidly evolving area and many tests are in limited supply. One
laboratory test utilizes a sample from a nasal swab and provides a result in 15 minutes. Selfadministered tests are also being developed and should simplify testing. Testing blood
samples for antibodies to the virus is also an evolving area; this test may indicate those who
have recovered from the infection and have immunity.
In SUMMARY, while these are challenging times, CRAB is committed to providing a safe
and enjoyable experience for our guests. CRAB will adapt to whatever challenges we might
face in order to assure the safety of all our guests, volunteers, and staff.

Dr. Ed Black

Carl Larsen, Director of Radiology

Test your knowledge
Last year the CRAB staff worked on creating these Fun Facts for guest
engagement when the wind isn't cooperating and you're bobbing about on
the Bay. Take a look below and see if you learn something new!

The CRAB dock at Sandy Point State Park on a good sailing day for guests and volunteers!

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the
event has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support
CRAB financially or make a boat
donation in support of our
mission and programs please
click here Learn more.

Volunteers
Are you a Verified Volunteer?
Check out the Signup Genius
page for all the upcoming
volunteer opportunities.
Learn more.

Donate Today!

Stay Connected

