Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

CRAB leprechauns prepare for the start of the Annapolis St. Patrick's Day Parade.

March Newsletter
Staying in Touch with CRAB's Friends & Supporters

Recent & Upcoming Events
March has started with nice, warm weather but the upheavalCOVID-19 is creating in
people's lives, work, and families concerns us all. At CRAB headquarters we are taking
all precautions to stay healthy while continuing to work on the 2020 season. Disabled
Sports USA has asked all chapters to cancel events through April 23rd. We know how
much our volunteers want to go sailing (as do our guests) and we will proceed with the
utmost caution to ensure everyone's safety...CRAB's #1 Rule. Please note, the April
CRAB "Off the Dock" Happy Hour has been cancelled. Here are CDC guidelines for
COVID-19 if you have not already seen them: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html
Once again, the Annapolis St. Patrick's Day Parade was a huge hit! Four children from
Seeds 4 Success joined the CRAB "float" this year for some Irish cheer, and even
started chanting "Give me a C...Give me an R...Give me an A...Give me a B...what's that
spell?" with the crowd. Several more CRAB volunteers walked with the boat float,
making it a very festive event for all to enjoy with 15,000 of our closest friends on the
parade route through sunny and historic Annapolis. More pics can be found on the
CRAB Facebook page.
Looking forward to the start of the season,Volunteer Training is tentatively scheduled
for April 17-18 and the first guest event will be the April Family Sail Sunday on the 26th.
However, all April programs are subject to postponement. In the meantime, volunteers
must read and sign the CRAB Operations Manual and if you have been notified, please
get your 2-year background check renewal completed.
We would be remiss if we didn't encourage everyone to order take-out or mail order crab
cakes from the Boatyard Bar & Grill during the closure of all restaurants in Maryland.
Dick Franyo, founding sponsor of The CRAB Cup, and his fabulous team have been
very generous to CRAB for many years. Now is the time to show your support and order
out at least once during this difficult time to say thank you to Dick and his staff.

During these difficult times, please remember CRAB in your planned giving as our
operations do not halt during the "off-season". The busy time is always our sailing
months when volunteers and guests are on the water. However, CRAB's sailing
programs are offered free of charge to guests and now is the time when we are raising
the funds to support these programs. Once we are given the "all clear" by the Governor,
CRAB will be back on the water seeking to break more records for guest participation
and number of non-profit organizations sailing with CRAB. In addition, we are continuing
to work with the state, county, and city to get the premier adaptive boating center built in
Annapolis. This past week, a charrette was held with the architect, engineers,
contractors, and construction managers to discuss the critical issues around design,
materials, construction, and permitting. The professional advice provided during the
meeting will be invaluable in planning and building the ABC. We thank you for your
consideration and continued support as we strive to make it another award winning year
at CRAB.

In Memory of Ian Palmer
Former CRAB Treasurer, Board Member, and Friend

CRAB's Past-Treasurer Ian Palmer Sails Over the Horizon
Ian Palmer and I (Bo Bollinger) joined the CRAB Board of Directors in 2015
when Brian Jamieson, his close friend, was serving as President. Ian was the
perfect Treasurer during very challenging times for CRAB. He was CEO of his
own solar energy company and a very busy man, but he always found time to
make CRAB a better organization. When I left the Board in 2016 to become
Executive Director of CRAB, my relationship with Ian changed from fellow
Board Member to employee. We reduced CRAB's chart of accounts from over
500 to closer to 200 and put in place new financial policies, including a move
from cash to accrual accounting in order to qualify for the CFC. Not easy, but
a good first step as part of the "cleaning-up" process. He also was the first to
give staff credit for doing a good job of fiscal management as CRAB began to
prosper and grow.
He loved living on his 46' sailboat at Horn Point Marina and often talked about
sailing with his teenage children. He really loved sailing with family and
friends.
Ian was very generous with his time and money in support of CRAB. When he
left the board due to his illness, he remained in contact and even reported on
other adaptive sailing programs in New England and how they compared to
CRAB.
Upon Ian's sudden passing at 54 years of age, I am reminded of a poem by
Bishop Charles Henry Brent (1862-1929) titled: "The Sailing Ship."
"I am standing on the seashore.
A ship sails to the morning breeze and starts for the ocean.

She is an object - and I stand watching her
Till at last she fades from the horizon,
And someone at my side says, "She is gone!" Gone where?
Gone from my sight, that is all;
She is just as large in the masts,
hull and spars as she was when I saw her,
And just as able to bear her load of living freight
to its destination.
The diminished size and total loss of sight is in me,
not in her;
And just at the moment when someone at my side says,
"She is gone",
There are others who are watching her coming,
And other voices take up a glad shout,
"Here she comes" - and that ... is dying."

Lyn Backe on US Sailing's Presentation
of the Robie Pierce Award to CRAB
"That'll do, Pig. That'll do."
FANTASTIC! My thanks and blessings to all of you who have worked so hard and given so
much over the years. I'd leave out too many if I tried to list names.
I remember clearly the first time Don told me about getting onto a Freedom 20 that was on
display in Annapolis shortly after he got out of 6 months of rehab. "I can still SAIL! If I can do
this, I can do ANYthing!" Thus the dream was born, the dream that he shared with so many
people, and that you have collectively shouldered and expanded and perfected. I am so proud
for all of you, and appreciative of US Sailing's recognition.
A note from Lyn Backe - spouse and working partner of CRAB Founder Don Backe

Honoring Influential Women in
CRAB's History

In honor of Women's History Month

Lyn Backe - Spouse and
Working Partner of CRAB
Founder
Don Backe

Vicki Niedenthal, long-time
Volunteer Coordinator & Board
Member with husband Stan

Lisa Seborowski - Former Board
Member, Marketing and Fundraising
volunteer

Ernie Shineman, former
Treasurer, Board Member and
volunteer

Bridget Shea - Former Board
Member, Skipper, and
Co-Founder of the
Boatyard Bar and Grill Regatta
(aka The CRAB Cup)

Elizabeth Bollinger - Former
Director of Operations & Finance,
volunteer, and honorary Admiral

St. Patrick's Day Parade

Annapolis City Police Officer Sgt. Amy Miquez poses with the LaTour Family and a friend before the parade

Getting the crowd pumped with with a cheer. "Give me a C, give me an R, give me an A..."

Historic Saint Anne's Episcopal Church on Church Circle

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the event
has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support CRAB
financially or make a boat
donation in support of our mission
and programs please click
here Learn more.

Volunteers
Are you a Verified Volunteer?
Check out the Signup Genius
page for all the upcoming
volunteer opportunities.
Learn more.

Donate Today!

Stay Connected

