Bringing Quality to Life One Sail at a Time

CRAB volunteer skippers, crew, and support staff who donated 25+ hours pose with their new shirts.
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St aying in T ouch w it h CRA B's Friends & Support ers

Recent & Upcoming Events
Looking back on 2019 and forward to 2020 we have much to be proud of at CRAB. First
and foremost are the many dedicated and hard working volunteer skippers and crew who
make learning to sail special, fun, and safe for our wonderful guests. The record number of
guests who sailed with CRAB in 2019 could not have been accomplished unless our
volunteers were literally onboard. Kudos to you and we hope to repeat having over 1,000
guests in 2020.
Speaking of next year, CRAB will join the rest of the nation in celebrating the 30th

anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act by President George H.W.
Bush on July 26th. This landmark piece of legislation opened many doors and cockpits for
people with disabilities. Our founder, Don Backe, created CRAB the following year. It will
be our intention to mark this special occasion by opening the premier adaptive boating
center in the country sometime in 2020.
The process of acquiring the property and moving forward with redevelopment of the
marina will be the next steps in the process. Preliminary building design has been
completed by Roy Higgs International and we will be working with engineers, construction
managers, and suppliers to ensure it is the best design and construction project in the city.
It will be very exciting to have the CRAB logo on the Adaptive Boating Center sign when the
Governor, County Executive, and Mayor cut the ribbon at the grand opening. Everyone will
be invited and you can expect to see a "who's who" of VIPs in attendance...especially our
volunteers!
Thanks to the many volunteers and supporters who attended the CRAB Holiday & Volunteer
Appreciation Party on December 4th at the Annapolis Maritime Museum. Everyone had a
great time talking, meeting, and being recognized for their service to CRAB. The
volunteers recognized for donating 25+ hours of their time in 2019 looked fabulous with
their new skipper and crew shirts in the group photo. We hope more volunteers reach this
mark in 2020!
In closing, the CRAB Board of Directors and Staff are honored to be leading CRAB to a
new level of service for more guests who want and deserve the right to sail on Chesapeake
Bay. The CRAB Adaptive Boating Center will create many opportunities for new programs,
sailing events, and a larger more diverse fleet of boats. The ABC makes it feasible, but it
will take our volunteers to make it a reality.
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas, a peaceful Hanukkah, Happy New Year, and all
the health and happiness you deserve!

Thank You Generous Sponsors!

2019 Participating Community Organizations
Annapolis City Police

Muscular Dystrophy Association - Teen Group

Anne Arundel County Police

National Council on Independent Living

One World for Autism

Montgomery County Stroke Association

Langton Green

Center of Help

Kids in Action

Living Sans Frontiers

Maryland School for the Blind

Pathfinders for Autism

Autumn Hill Nursing Home

Wounded Warrior Project

Wellness House

Bennett Institute - Kennedy Krieger

Opportunity Builders, Inc

Bay Community Support Services

Arundel Lodge

Family Service Foundation

Walter Reed Warrior Transition Brigade

Determined2Heal

Lollipop Kids

Seneca Heights Recovery Group

Providence Center

Forbush School

BayWoods of Annapolis

Upcoming Events
1/7 - Off the Dock Happy Hour
2/4 - Off the Dock Happy Hour

CFC Number: 74892
We encourage all CRAB volunteers and friends
who work for the federal government to participate
in the 2020 Combined Federal Campaign and to
select CRAB for your pre-tax payroll deduction for
charity. Deadline is Jan 31.

United Way Number: 2348
CRAB has now been enrolled into the United Way
list of charitable organizations. If you work for a
company that donates to United Way, we hope you
will make your support of CRAB known to
management responsible for corporate donations.

Debbie Daugherty
Direct or of Dev elopment

As CRAB's new Director of Development tell us about your experience on capital
campaigns?
As a longtime fundraiser in Annapolis, I have been involved in numerous annual, capital, and endowment
campaigns. Capital projects include The Key School and St. Mary's Parish.

What is the goal for CRAB's capital campaign?
CRAB is very fortunate to have commitments from the State of Maryland, Anne Arundel County, and the City

of Annapolis in support of the Adaptive Boating Center for land acquisition
and the building of the marina. Additional fundraising is needed to help
with site improvements and the CRAB Adaptive Boating Center building.
An additional $1.2M is needed to help construct the building, parking lot,
and Serenity Park and pavilion to complete the project.

How will you be reaching out and communicating with
donors?
I will be meeting with prospective donors and foundations who would like
the opportunity to support this wonderful project. "Making Waves for the
Future" Campaign information will be on the CRAB website, and updates
will occur in the newsletters and in the annual report.

Where does the campaign stand now?
Funding for the ABC to date is $2.8M from public sources.

Have you participated in a CRAB sailing event?
I was thrilled to attend the September Family Group Sail and was able to be on a boat with guests who had
never been sailing before. The CRAB skippers were patient and thoughtful instructors and they enjoyed a
beautiful day of sailing as much as their guests!! I also attended the Recovering Warriors Sailing Regatta
and was very impressed with the dedicated CRAB volunteers and the gratitude that was expressed by all the
participants!

What is your message for prospective donors?
Building of the CRAB Adaptive Boating Center in Annapolis is a unique project with incredible support by the
state, county and city. I firmly believe that many individuals across the region will want to show their support
for the premiere center in the country! I am honored to be a part of this special effort to make boating
accessible for people with disabilities, recovering warriors, and youth from at-risk communities, while
celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in 2020.

Holiday & Volunteer Appreciation
Party
See more CRAB Holiday & Volunteer Appreciation Party pictures on Facebook and CRAB's website

Reindeer Liz Bollinger with President Brad LaTour, Executive Director Bo Bollinger, and volunteer skipper Anna Scott
with her fiancee John (who is going to become crew in 2020).

Santa poses with a group of volunteers and one of our favorite guests, Emma

Santa and Ms. Claus get a quick picture with CRAB Past President Brian and Dr. Sarah Jamieson

Brad LaTour presents gift certificates to Dan Flagler and George Pappas in appreciation of their
hard work as Fleet Directors

Eileen Smith and Dan Pendergast give their Christmas list to Santa (Dan Flagler)

Reindeer Liz and Ms. Claus talk with longtime CRAB sailor Tom Ostrye

CRAB In the News
11/2/2019
10/27/2019
10/27/2019

Capital Gazette

Triple Crown of Charity
Sailing
Eye on Annapolis
Governor's Service Awards
Chesapeake Bay Mag Triple Crown of Charity

10/24/2019
10/8/2019

WMAR ABC 2
Washington Post

Guests
You can register for events on
our event pages. This will allow
CRAB to contact you if the event
has to be cancelled due to
weather. Learn more.

Sailing
CRAB Family Sail & Programs
Recovering Warrior Regatta

Supporting CRAB
If you would like to support CRAB
financially or make a boat
donation in support of our mission
and programs please click
here Learn more.

Volunteers
Are you a Verified Volunteer?
Check out the Signup Genius
page for all the upcoming
volunteer opportunities.
Learn more.

Donat e Today!

St ay C o nnect ed

